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A. B. Shannon House 1900 

First Willow Point School 

built in 1903 

Willow Trees 

C. W. West's First Store 

and Post Office 

Crystal Hall 
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An effort . will be made in this 

publication to give a brief sketch of 
the history ofWillowPoint and adja
cent areas, in the hope that it will 
bring back fond memories too I der 
residents still here and to those who 
have moved away. To those who 
have not I ived here very long, may 
this briet outline give them an in -
sight into what went into the making 
of this Community. Unfortunately, 
many interesting facts that s h o u I d 
have been recorded years ago, are 
now beyond reach. Too late do we 
realize the value of things we hear 
which some day will be history. 
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Many thanks to those from whom I gathered 
information, especially to: 

Mr. and Mrs. C. Shannon 
Mr. and Mrs. J. learmonth 
Mr. T. West 
The Dennys 

and to all the rest that played any part in 
making this booklet possible. 

~~ 
Eric Denny 

Published by the Duhamel Recreation 
Commission in Centenn ial Year 1967 
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"WEST ARM ECHOES" 

The first residents of this area were of course 
the Kootenay Indians. They pitched their teepees 
at various spots but the main camps were at Koko
nee (Indian name for Red Fish) 
Point, and near the foot of the 
present Six Mile Road. Unt il re
cent years the circle of stones 
from their steam baths were still 
to be seen at the latter local ity, 
while across the bay i' circular stones have been 
found. These were used for weights for sturgeon 
nets and canoe anchors. Where the learm on t h 
houses now stand, the indians had a p laying field 
for games, races, etc. Many fine ar r ow ;.vrd 
-sp,ear heads have been coli ected by local residents 
over the years. 

The Kootenay Indians made quite a sight 
coming down the lake in their u n i que flatbow 
canoes from their wintering grounds at the south 

. end of Kootenay lake. This area provided much 

M!J»i};1i.~:j(,{M~ 
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of their I iving. The huge huckleberry patches in 
the lower end of Six Mile and Kokanee Creeks 
were a great attraction. In the late summer they 
stocked up on Redfish at the creek mouths. For 
meat and hides they headed up the West Fork cf 
Six Mile Creek, and into the Monument Basin at 
the head of Grohman Creek. Here where moun
tain caribou were plentiful, they would build pole 
corrals into which they would.·drive the caribou 
for killing. 

As the first white men to visit ' 
the area were probably prospectors, 
I will mention an early-day resident, lL 
R. Gaskell, himself a prospector, 
reportedly finding a Bible in a cabin 
on the WesfEork of Six Mile Creek 
that hod been left by one of the 
491ers from California. 

The West Arm drain age area, I ike a good 
deal of the rest of the Province, was deliberately 
burr# in the 18801s to facilitate the search for 
minerals. Numerous old diggings can still -he 
found a I ong the Arm, b u t v e r y few of t'hese 
amounted to anything. 

A boat landing beside the old Willow Point 
School was the jumping off place for Lemon Creek. 

In 1897 a trail was built from here to the 
Golden Wedge mine, and the next year this was 
widened into five miles of wagon road and twelve 
miles of sleigh.road . 

. 
The town of Ora (two mile$ past Six Mile 

Lakes) at this time had a sawmill of 10,000 board 
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feet per day capacity, a ten-stamp gold mill, 
mine office, assay office, a 2,000 foot flume, 
hotel, etc. Some fifty men were employed in 
mine and mill. This was the route taken by pack 
trains from the Barnett Mine in the head of Lemon 
Creek, a lso the way to the Crazy Jane Mine, 
Hudson•s Bay Mine, Silver Bugle 
Group, Gold Reef, etc. A 
side trail from th is, led to the 
Monument Group and Railroad 
Group in the head of Grohman 
Creek. Another trail left this 
for the !King Soloman Group and 
the Alpine Mine on Sitcum Creek. 

Jw 
Mr. Duhamel, who owned the Tecum s e h 

Hotel in Nelson , L~s pent a I ittle fortune on a 
gold property on Duhamel Creek . It was a fin-
ancial success11

• 

In 1904 several tons of blue and pu r ple 
fluorspar weie mined at Troup for the Ha II 
Mines Smelter. Mr. A. B. Shannon sh ipped 
some green fluorspar and sil ver-I ead or e f r om 
his mine behind 8 1aylock•s. 

Yuill Creek was the original name of Ko-
-::~ k ane e Cree k . The Molly 

~"":f ~~~ Gibson Mine was dis c overe d 

~-&. - :""-. in the ear I y n i net i e s • The 
• - ~ Trail to the mine was ext~nded 
~ ~ in 1895 and was described as 

- ">- ._ - .I .. -- - an easy twenty- two m1 e route 
to S I o c a n La k e • In 1899 a 
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wagon road was completed from the mine to the 
West Arm, and the first ore was shipped. later 
an overhead tramline was built to the mill . In 
1910 The Consolidated Mining and Sme It ing 
Company of Canada limited took over the mine 
and buill a lower tramline of four miles which 
contained one of the longest spans in the world, 
at that time, of nearly a mile. Until 1918 the 
ore was hauled from the tram I in e term in us 
by teams to Molly Gibson landing {stonewharf 
just west of Crescent Beach still standing) then 
trucks were used . For some years the Molly Gib
son was the largest producer in Nelson district. 
Total production to 1950 was 61,575 tons of 
silver-lead ore . Today this old mine is being 
opened up again. 

The Alpine Mine was staked in the late 
nineties. Sma II shipments of ore were p a c k ed 
down the West Fork of Kokanee Creek but there 
was no other production until 1940 after a road 
was built up Sitcum Creek and a mill erected 
one mile below the mine with overhead tram
line connecting both. Total production from 194(}. 
1948 was 17,075 tons of gold ore. 

Mining and prospect-

~ 
ing had a definite bearing 

~~~ -~ on the original development 

)\~ '' \\, )-=::.)) of this community. Many 

&-~~JY early. settlers :teared their 
::;:::; ~ 1 "'-- land m the sprmg, summe r 
_...,.._ ..;_ ~ and fall, then worked at 

- - - ·the mines in the winter to 
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finance for next year's clearing until they got 
on a productive basis. The mines provided a 
market for their products as did Nelson, which 
itself depended almost : entirely on mining. 
Without the mines there would have been no 
railroads, boats, roads or any inducement for 
peopletosettle. Many prospectors have 
lived in our community . Probably the best 
known was Henry Reichert, the "lone Dutch
man" who tamed mountain goats for pets at his 
clairr& in the head of lemon Creek. 

The first permanent settlers b·3tween Nel
s on and ~roc to r were Mr. and Mrs. A . B. 
Shannon who a rrived here, in 1889, after walk
ing the twenty-eight miles from Sproats Landing 
{now Robson). They pre-empted two h u n d r e d 
and forty acres from the C . P. R. Mr. Shan
non built a floating log house which was washed 
ashore by the flood of 1894. The high water 
of that year a I so destroyed their ga r den • 
Their son, Clarence, was the first child born 
at Willow Point. 

lbodiil .. 
~--......--=-.r --,.z--~_,.-..... 

--~- ----#---
The only transporta

tion at that time was the 
rowboat or the steamer, 
Nelson, which made a trip 

up the arm once a week. 

The Ontario ~~ owder Company bought 
about one hundred and sixty acres of Ian d from 
Mr. Shannon and erected a powder man u fa c t u r ing 
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plant in front of where the A. C, Emory 
s u m m e r r e s i d e n c e now stands. There were 
several buildings connected with e a c h other 
by wooden sidewalks and streets named Annable 
Street and T raves Street. One day the powder 
plant blew up and two men were killed . Mr. 
C. Shannon well remembers his I ittle sister being 
thrown across the kitchen of their home, over half 
a mile away, and himself running outside to see 
huge chunks of timber flying high in the air. 

By 1900 a few set t I e r s had arrived and 
started to clear the land. Some of these left and 
their land was bought by others. By now there 
was plenty of extravagant advertising, and being 
close to Nelson, the area soon became a popular 
farming district. 

?::, ~ Much of the I and was 
@ 5 \ c I eared by oxen and horses 

"'~Tm-~and in many cases Chinesemen 

~ 
were hired for clearing. Un-
ti I the orchards became pro -
ductive, most of the farmers 
specialized in small fruits • 

F o II owing the Shannons, some of the families 
who gradually moved in to settle permanently were 
the Buggins, Heddles, Wests, MacDonells, Dick
sons, Applewhaites, Campbells, Scotts, Thompsons, 
Mills, Gaskells, Whiteheads, Roberts, Palmers, 
Holmbergs, Middletons, Dawsons, Aireys, Bourkes, 
Cairnes, Cruikshanks, Gilroys, MacGuires, 
Dennys, Boyers, Town s h e n d s , G r e en wood s , 
Baileys, and batchelo~ I ike Doyle, Lorn ax, and 
Burgess. 
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The above, and possibly others, whose names 
can no longer be recalled, all settled here before 
the First World War . 

Other pioneers came from all walks of I ife 
and from many parts of the world. Many had 
already pioneered in other places. There were Boer 
War veterans, sourdoughs from the ~on dike, 
retired officers of the British Army and Navy. 
Some were used to a tough life, others came 
directly from cities, but all had the common pu r 
pose of making a home for themselves i n what was 
then practically a wilderness. 

Several had been in N e Is on f o r years and 
w e r e a m o n g t h e f i r s t t o m o v e t o Will ow 
Point. E. Applewhaite started the first bank in Nel-

son !n 1891 • W. P. Dickson $J ""\ ~C:"f~,_ ~ 
i?stalled th: first electric ~PC~C ~:; 
l1ght plants m many of our \.-~['7. 'lv-f-\:) 
Kootenay towns. J. J. Camp- ~V ( ~'~" 
bell was manager of the Hall V , I/~ 
Mines Smelter in Nelson.AII ( 
three came to Willow Point to grow fruit and Mr.Camp
bell eventually developed one of the largest fruit grow
ing enterprises in the interior. 

Of special mention is C. W. West, who had 
come to N e I s o n i n 1 8 9 3 a n d s t a r t e d t h e 

·west Transfer and built the hotel at Proctor. He 
moved to this community in 1901 • iiere he ran 
the first store and Post Office (the I at t e r s t i II 
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standing beside Bing 1s road). Mr. West gave 
the community the name of Willow Point, after 
the willows growing on the sand bar, in prefer
ence to it being named West 1s Land ing, after 
himself. He donated the !and for the first 
school in 1903 and also helped to build it. The 
original willows mentioned were torn out by the 
big boats landing during high water around 
1916. 

Most settlers arrived ~ It 
on one of the paddle-wheel/7~ 
steamers. Their wor~aly ~\... - Jail. 

possessions were piled on -
the wharf or beach. As 
m an y o f them had bought -
I and on the be n c h I a n d s, 
ly i ng back from the lake, 
they had quite a chore packing their possess ions 
up to their homesites. Some had horses, but 
many had nothing but strong backs and the will 
to use them. Many had no shelter in which 
to stay when they did err ive, so had to put up 
with bad weather until a home was buift. There 
was an end I ess amount of work to be done before 
the first winter came. 

Most of our pioneers had a tough start, 
but probably one of the toughest starts was made 
byW. Buggins, who arrived at Troup Junction 
in January 1900 accompanied by five hundred 
chickens and turkeys, several prize Jersey cows, 
and a bull. With two and one-half feet 
of snow and two and one-half feet of ice on the 
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lake, Mr. Buggins had to move all his stock and 
other possessions across the lake and into a make
sh ift home which was the remains of one of the 
Powder Plant buildings. With the chickens and 
turkeys in the attic, the cattle in makesh ift stalls 
downstairs, and himself in an ad joining room, he 
w a it e d uncomfortably for the a r r iva I of Mrs. 
Buggins and family in the spring. Mr. Buggins was 
one of the many who had bought his 
land 11sight unseen 11

, 

Troup to Nelson. 

As the population inc reo sed so did the num-
b e r o f t r a i I s • T h e s e i n t u r n w e r e made 
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into wagon roads and were connected to each 
other. In September 1913 a continuous road 

--

was completed from Nel
son to Balfour. The same 
month the Nelson North 

.,_ Shore ferry started with 
~ the late George Clerihew --=-- Sr. as f irst operator . 

A.Crliikshank del i-.#/ 
v e r e d milk from Wi I -

low Po int by launch unt i i the ferry started 1 then 
he brought milk and passengers to town by horse 
and wagon. In 1918 he bought a truck, p ut 
seats in the back and thus was bo!"n the first b:.~s 
service into Nelson. 

In 1921 John Learmonth started a bus ser
vice to Nelson. In 1924 th is service was e x 
tended by Mr . Learmonth to include Balfour . 
In 1929 the first G reyhound bu~ service started 
under the name of Kootenay Valley Transporta
tion Co. Upon completion of the ra ilway from 
Proctor to Kootenay Landing, boat service de
clined. Roads were steadily improving and more 
freight was moved by truck. Apples were one 
thing that continued to move by boat. The big
gest packing shed was at MacDonell's Land ing. 
Box cars were brought in by barge and for many 
weeks of the fall there would be four carload 
of apples a week leave for destinations all over 
the world. Coo I and feed were two i t em s 
brought in by carload lots for years. 

14 

The first school, named Duhamel Creek 
School, was built in 1903 by C .. W. West, 
A. B. Shannon and S. Long- Innes. It was 
built of logs, chinked with 
cement and had a cedar 
shake roof. The inside was 
whitewashed. Heated 'Nith 
a box stove it had a window 
over the door that could be 
o p en e d for v en t ll a tion . 
Desks were ha"dmade a o d 
b u i I t to accommo d a t e two 
students. A coal-oil lamp was kept handy for 
emergencies and all modern conveniences were 
outside. The first teacher was Miss Fenton. 
Two other early teachers were Miss Black (now 
Lady Aylmer} and Mrs . C. Shannon. The r e 
was a required enrolment of ten pupils. It was 
sometimes difficult to maintain this number as 
many of the residents were batchelors. 

In IIJ 16 a room was added to the log cabin 
but in 1920 more land was purchased and a bet-
ter school built. This school was gradual ly im-
proved until it had modern conveniences inside, 
electricty, and a good heating system. For 
many years one teacher had to hand I e forty 
pupils in eight different grades. In 1948 a 
room was added • In 1 963 an addition a I sc hoo I 
of two classrooms was built near Six Mile 
Creek; two more rooms were added in 1 966 .. 
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For a short time in the thirties there was a 
school just west of Sitcum Creek bridge. 

Our old timers had to furnish most of their 
own entertainment because of lock ot roods and 
cars to provide quick transportation to and from 

Nelson and other places. Many 
hod I ivestock to attend to and ":: 1: J for many the cost of going far 

- .r. was more than they could afford. 
These even t s hod a lot to do 
with e r ecting a community 

spirit born of interests and desires common 
to all. A good example of this was the building 
of Crysta l Hall in 1911 with three additions over 
the years. All work was voluntary. 

The first place of entertainment was Fern
dale Pork. Here on open air donee povil ion 
was built by Mr. A. B. Shannon in 1908 and 
run until 1914. Many Nelson clubs and lodges 
would come there by steamer to hold ann u a I 
picnics, etc. 

One memorable dance at Ferndale Park 
was organized by Mrs. Grogan, the .night be
fore she was to have one of her legs amputated. 
Being her lost chance to "I ive it up 11 she danced 
all night. 

Crystal Hall was used for dances, concerts, 
b a d m i n t o n 1 m e e t i n g s 1 e I e c t i o n s , and 
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the annual Willow Point Flower Show or Fa i I 
Fair. It was home for the Willow Point Drama 
Society I run by calonel Taylor. They had 
numerous changes of background s c en e r y , 
foot I ights and an excellent stage with curt a in. 
These people always drew a good crowd when 
acting at the Opera Houses in Nelson, Rossland, 
Kaslo 1 New Denver 1 etc. 

Another group of local talent was Mrs. Ap
plewhaite's "Duhamel Dazzlers!', some of whom 
ore still living in the community. 

Music was usually provided by Mr. Burgess 
or Mrs. Applewhaite on the piano, Mr. Doyle, 
Mr. Campbell or Mr. Shannon on the violin, 
Mr. MacGuire on the cornet or cello, and Mr. 
Middleton on the bagp ipes. a. 

Crystal Hall was used most- ~;j 
ly in the winter when people hod ~~S 
more leisure time. The School ~''~~ 
Christmas concert was usually held~ 
there and followed by refreshments, 
presents from under the tree for the children, "mus
ical chairs" and other games. Most people walked 
no matter how deep the snow or how far they had 
to go. ·· 

Soon after the turn of the century 1 mining ac
tivity started to dec I ine and logging began to expand. 
The Po rto R i co Lumber Company b u i It a 
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spillway at Six Mile ---- ....... -:."! Lakes and started to drive 
~ ~,~;:_.J!~ logs down the creek, but 

"""'---=:-"'\'...~-? were promptly stoppt!d by 
"'"3- ~ the irate ranchers of Wil-

. _......__,; - low Point , who f...e OT'ed 
their lands would be flooded in case of a log 
jam. 

later the old min ing rood was u s ed 
by Mr. Bugg ins and others for hauling logs by 
horses and sleigh in the winter and truck in 
the summer. 

In the late twenties Mr. El i 
John~ ton ran a steam-driven sawm iI I at Six 
M i I e La k e s a n d t h e I u m b e r f r o m 
this was dry-piled for seasoning in W i l l ow 
Point, Eventually the road was improved 
and during and after the Second War, mil-
l ions of feet of sowlogs were hauled and dumped 
in booms on the _West A r m at Willow Point, 
and thousands of cedar poles were hauled out 
of I the way from Lemon Creek. 

Many fishermen who value their hobby 
more than they do their cars still spend a few 
happy hours at Six Mile 
Lakes. Fish are much 
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old days when people had to provide their own 
amusements, one of the highlights of the year 
was a trip to the 11 La k es" by horse
back, buggy, or just hiking. Some were con
tent with a jaunt a couple of miles up the v a I-
I ey to g e t a s u p p I y o f h u c k I e b e r r i e s 
fo r the next winter or to fish in the creek 
or hunt for bear on the s no w s I i d e s i n t h e 
Spring. 

From t ime to t ime there has been I o g gin g 
act ivi ty on Kokanee Cree k . In the 
"hungry thirties 11 qu ite a number of peoplei'around 
Crescent Bay and K o k ane e, made their 
I iving by cutting cord wood. The prevailing price 
w as fou r dolla rs pe r co r d del iv e r ed, 
and of course all cutting was with a cross-cut in 
those days. The·remoins of some of the old wooden 
log chutes, which were used to move the 
wood down the steep sidehills, may stil l be 
seen. 

There were many from this community who 
gave the i r I i v e s in the two World Wars. 
From Willow Point alone, there were 
forty-one servi cemen in the First War; 
f iv e of them lost the-i r I ives. Thirty-two 
servicemen and servicewomen from Willow Point 
served i n the Second War; three of 
them lost flieir lives. There seems to be no ava il 
able record of those who served, from Crescent Bay 
and 'Kokanee. 

Commander Rowland Bourke, of Crescent Bay, 
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won Canada's only Naval Victoria Cross of 
World War I. 

Wing Commander Jock Campbell, of 
Willow Point, won the Distinguished Flying 
Cross posthumously in World War II. 

Seaman George Rasmussen, of Willow 
Point, was the first Canadian to d ie on ac
tive service in World War II. 

The Angl icon Church was built in 1912. 
P r i o r to t h i s ..:R e v e r end Fred G raham 
preached in the old log cabin school and o I I 
d en om i n a f ions were we I~ om e to attend; 
which they d id. For o few years fh ere was a 
Church at Molly G ibson Landing. 

The Church Hall was built in 1947 and has 
been added to a couple of times since. 

The W i I I ow Po i n t W om en ' s lnst i
tute was organized in 1914. For many years 
they held the ir meetings in an old house
boat on the beach, not for from the Church . 
It was here that Mrs. Applewhaite taught Sun
day School. 

The Wi llow Point Tennis Club was active 
for many years . The first court was at Dawson 's, 
opposite the store, and then a double court was 
built near the Church, on land don
ated by J . J. Campbell. 
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Skating on the West Arm Y[aS popular with 
young and old. On years when ;he lake did not 
freeze (which was seldom) 
theW iII ow Point Ath-
1 et ic C I ub had a s k a t i n g 
rink, com pI e t e , with 
overhead I ights and club
house, for the u North 
S h or e f n d i a n s " hockey 
team, on the late Mrs .Camp-
bell 's property. 

f:1 

~ 
The s andbar , on which the Wil

low Point Wharf stood, was the s:te of the Annu
al Regatta. 

The first W i I I o w P o ! n t G u i d e s w e r e 
started in 1932 with Mrs . Olivia Seal 
{nee Dickson) as the ir leader. There were eleven 
girls enrolled. Cubs and Sco uts were or
gan i zed by Mr. Spearing in 1934. Brownies 
did not start until 1948 with Mrs. Marion Hale{nee 
Learmonth) as their Hrst leader. 

The w or I d r en ow n e d w r i t e r , Fred-
erick N i v en and his wife made their 
home at Willow Point, where the Vincent Fink 
house now stands. The N i v ens , who had seen 
a great deal of the world, were a I ways g I ad 
to get bac k to their lakeside home 
after their travels, the surroundings being so quiet 
and peaceful were inspiring and helpful to .Mr. 
Niven in his work. 

21 
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J. J. Campbell's daughter, Helen Dick
son, wrote a series of articles on pioneer days 
in Nelson, many other contributions to maga
zines and newspapers in Canada and the United 
States and many books for juveniles. 

Dr. Dawson and later his son, Connings
hy Dawson, each wrote many books, at least 
one of which hod a background inspired by 
life in Willow Point. 
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Transporting Supplies 

Inside of C. W. West Store 

Willow Point Regatta 1913 

St. Andrew1s Angl icon Church 

Miss Balfour- bus owned ·by J. Learmonth 
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