
The first school, named Duhamel Creek School, was built in 1903 and as documented in the 1902-03 
School Accounts Register the annual capital expenditures added up to the grand total of $128.25.  

As recorded in the West Arm Echoes, the land for the 
first school was donated by C. W. West in 1903. Mr. 
West, A. B. Shannon and S. Long-Innes are credited 
with building the one-room log school which had 
cedar shakes for a roof and was heated by a box stove 
with a ventilation window over the door.  
In those pioneering days it wasn’t easy to just start up 
a school. A teacher would have to be hired and 
supplies brought in for instruction. A reference letter 
from Scotland for a Miss Jeannie Middleton 
illustrates the simple yet difficult procedures that 
were involved. 

 
The Middleton family was the first to settle on, what is known today as, Bainbridge Road around 1911. 
Jeannie Middleton was their daughter. She served as the school mistress for around three years, 1913-
16. Miss Middleton and Clarence Shannon were married in 1915. 
 

 

  



 

 
 
In 1918 the minutes of the Duhamel School Board trustees record the resignation of their teacher, Mrs. 
Steens. She had been an offered a position as assistant Principal in Cranbrook for and annual salary of 
$1,500.00 which was a $600.00 increase over what the Duhamel School Board was offering. 
 

The location of this first school is uncertain 
but a Certificate of Encumbrance issued by the 
Land Registry Office  in 1922 documents the 
Trustees of Willow Point School District to be 
the registered owner of the lot where the 
school building today exists as a private 
residence at the corner of Holmberg Road and 
Hwy 3a 

 

 



 
For the next 64 years the Willow Point School was the central hub of education for children of the 
families living on the North Shore. The one room school that housed grades 1 to 8 taught by a single 
teacher until a second room was added in 1948. Modern conveniences were added but a spike in 
population in the late 50’s early 60’s influenced the decision to build another 2 room schoolhouse near 
Duhamel Creek and Willow Point School became a primary school for the next couple decades. 
 
The closure of Willow Point school in 1986 was controversial and a difficult decision for both parents 
(ref: Willow Point School_1976welwood ltr) and School Board officials. A decade of indecision led 
to the closure; siting a 1976 Nelson Daily News article reporting renovations were more likely. In 
consideration were demographic projections, the new Redfish School which would envelope the 
Balfour and Proctor catchment area as well as parental and community sentiments. Unknown 
enrollment projections succumbed to the decision to close Willow Point in June 1986, requiring the 
1986/87 year kindergarten students to attend AI Collinson. They were to be housed in a portable 
classroom depending upon future enrollment numbers.  
 
 
Reference:  
http://thehistorymanatlarge.blogspot.ca/2010/02/what-is-maypole-dancing.html 
http://www.learnenglish.de/culture/mayday.html 
Willow Point School to close- NDN July 1986 
Shannons Note District Changes on 50th Anniversary, NDN Tuesday, Nov. 2, 1965 
Renovation likely at Willow Point. NDN, Thursday, Dec. 2, 1976 
West Arm Echoes: A Duhamel Recreation Commission Centennial Project, written by Eric Denny and 
illustrated by Mary Learmonth. 
 
 
 


